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LGBTIQ persons of 
faith:  

Situation, Challenges and Opportuni-
ties
 
 
 
 
 

Voice was the theme of Helsinki Pride 2018. The purpose was 
to celebrate diversity within the LGBTIQ community and bring 
forth voices that are marginalized and usually not given the 
space to be heard. Strides have been taken in mainstreaming of 
LGBTIQ equality, but is multiple discrimination faced by LGBTIQ 
persons of faith recognized?
The aim was to give a voice to the LGBTIQ people of faith in Fin-
land, give visibility to the LGBTIQ Muslim movement in Europe 
and Finland and open an interfaith dialogue.

This seminar was organized by Heseta and Loisto setlementti 
in co-operation with the community work of the LGBTIQ in the 
Evengelical Lutheran parish union of Helsinki and Ministry of 
Justice Rainbow Rights project.







Johanna Aapakallio has 
Master of Arts degree 
and she is also sexual 
therapist. Johanna has 
more than 10 years of 
experience working with 
honor related violence. 
She does crises and 
client work with families, 
couples and LGBTIQ* 
people who have faced 
honor related violence. 
Johanna gives training 
on topics such as honor 
related violence, concept 
of honor and sexuality, 
Islam and sexuality. She 
works at SOPU/Loisto 











Peik Ingman is a project coordinator in a newly 
launched, three year project called Taakasta 
voimavaraksi. “Taakasta voimavaraksi” translates 
roughly to “From burden to resource.” It is a 
nonconfessional project, financed by the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Health and overseen by Rainbow 
Association Malkus. The aim of the project is to 
improve and support the spiritual wellbeing of 
LGBTQIA-people and the wellbeing of LGBTQIA-
people in spiritual/religious organisations/
communities. The project aims to empower 
LGBTQIA-people as relational beings by organising 
and supporting the organisation of peer groups, 
events relating to religion or spirituality and 
themes relating to LGBTQIA-concerns. It provides 
consultation and conflict mediation and endeavors 
to positively influence the ways in which spiritual 
and religious communities relate to LGBTQIA 
community members. The project also endeavors to 
improve awareness of concerns relating to religion 
and spirituality in LGBTQIA-communities. Peik has 
a background in academia (comparative religion) 
and has researched the relational dynamics of 
conservative Christian families in which one or 
more family members is non-heterosexual. He 
is the co-editor of The Relational Dynamics of 
Enchantment and Sacralization: Changing the Terms 
of the Religion Versus Secularity Debate (Equinox 
2016).







Revd Dr Matti Peiponen works as an expert 
on international and multicultural affairs 
at the Evangelical Lutheran Parishes of 
Espoo. His present job encompasses co-
ordination of so called rainbow activities 
in the Parish Union of Espoo. He was born 
1962 in Maaninka, Eastern Finland. Matti 
previously worked as the Programme 
Executive for Europe at the World Council 
of Churches in Geneva. He received his 
PhD in Contemporary Church History from 
Helsinki University in 2012. In his doctoral 
dissertation Matti  explored the creation of 
the World Council of Churches‘ Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs 
(CCIA). Matti is one of the founding members 
of Arcusfinland, an ecumenical network 
of lgbtqia+ people working in churches or 
having an occupational link to churches in 
Finland. Arcusfinland was founded in 1997. 
It is a member of the European Forum of 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Christian Groups since 2008. Arcusfinland 
closely collaborates with other faith based 
lgbtqia+ groups and groups promoting 
equality in Finland.









Abdullah Qureshi is an 
artist, educator, and 
cultural producer. Within 
his practice, he is inter-

ested in using painting to 
address personal histories, 

traumatic pasts, and child-
hood memories. More broad-

ly, through his research, he 
expands ideas of queerness,  

sexuality, and masculinity in Pa-
kistan. Qureshi’s work has been 
widely exhibited internationally, and 
he has held numerous positions at 
cultural and educational institutions 
including British Council and the Na-
tional College of Arts, Lahore. In 2017, 
Qureshi  
received the Art and International 
Cooperation fellowship at Zurich Uni-
versity of the Arts, and is currently a 
Doctoral Candidate at Aalto University, 
Helsinki and Research Fellow at Center 
for Arts, Design, and Social Research, 
Boston.







Imam Ludovic-Mohamed Zahed is the only 
theologian in the world to establish such links between 
humanities, gender studies and religious sciences. 
During his adolescence in Algeria, L. Zahed has been trained 
to become an imam by studying Qur’an exegesis - Tafsir al-
Qur’an - and the pillars of theIslamic orthopraxy - usul 
al-fiqh. He is now master of cognitive psychology, 
graduate from the Ecole Normale Superieure in cognitive 
sciences and currently writing his PhD thesis  
in anthropology of religion matters at theEHESS on the 
theme of Islam and homosexuality; after he did a Phd  in social 
psychology of religions.
 He was the founder and spokesman of the association 
of Homosexual Muslim de France organization - HM2F. He was 
a founder of the first association of young people living with 
HIV/AIDS in France – JHs , he is alsopresident founder of 
the of AIDS Children World Tour organization - TDMES,was 
founder and spokesman of MPF (French Muslims for Prgressive 
Values), president founder of an afro-caribbean French 
organization, founder member of the network MTE against 
discrimination towards Muslim mothers wearing scarf, 
member of the organizational comittee of the ANRS (French 
National Agency against HIV AIDES) for the trial IPERGAY, 
representing HM2F, founder member of the international 
network  INIMuslim, and founder member of theGlobal 
Interfaith Network. 
Zahed was designated imam of the Stockholm gaypride 
(Sweden) in 2014; and he is imam and rector of the first Muslim 
inclusive Center for refuge and training, based in South Africa, 
called CALEM’s Rumi Isisphephelo. He was consulted as an 
expert of his field by the UK Justice court (2012) and by the 
French Senate (2013). Zahed a été désigné imam de la gaypride 
de Stockholm (Suède) en 2014 ; et il est l’imam fondateur et 
recteur du premier Centre inclusif musulman, d’accueil et 
de formation basé en Afrique du sud nomméCALEM’s Rumi 
Isisphephelo































Program  
(Hosted by Marjaana Toiviainen, Lutheran pastor)

09:00 Registration and Coffee

09:30 Opening words
 Hassen Hnini, Heseta chair
 Laura ‘Late’ Mäntylä, University chaplain, Lutheran pastor
 Michaela Moua, Ministry of Justice
9:45 How honor issues in Christian and Muslim community affect 
LGBTIQ people
 Johanna Aapakallio, Sopu Loistosettlementti
10:30 Multiple discrimination faced by lgbtiq persons in Finland- re-
sults of the research done for Rainbow Rights –project
 Outi Lepola Senior Researcher-Migration Institute of Finland
10:50 From burden to resource –project supporting wellbeing of 
LGBTQIA-people of faith
 Peik Ingman, project coordinator Malkus ry
11:05 LGBTIQ+ movement in the Church in Finland
 Matti Peiponen Doctor of Theology, Pastor, Expert International  
 and Multicultural work
12:00 Lunch Break
13:00 Artistic perspectives on gender, sexuality, and queerness in Mus-
lim South Asia
 Abdullah Qureshi, Artist and researcher Aalto University
13:30 Islam and LGBTIQ
 Dr. Ludovic-Mohamed Zahed, Imam
14:30 Coffee break
14:45 Queer Muslim movement in the Netherlands and Europe
 Dino Suhonic, Executive director Maruf
15:15 Panel discussion: LGBTIQ with faith challenge and future
 Facilitator: Amiirah Salleh-Hoddin
 Panelists: Laura Late Mäntylä, Mona Eid, Mercedesz Czimbalmos
16:15 Closing

The Project Rainbow  
Rights is supported by  
the Rights, Equality
and Citizenship (REC) 
Programme
of the European Union.



Suunnittelu: Hassen Hnini
Taitto: Tom Serratti








