
Robin Hooding the Texts 
Reclaiming our Birthright 
 
By Lior Carver  
 
 
Six or seven Genders 
 
Zachar/ רָכָז : This term is derived from the word for a pointy sword and refers to a 
phallus. It is usually translated as “male” in English. 
 
Nekeivah/ הָבֵקְנ : This term is derived from the word for a crevice and probably refers 
to a vaginal opening. It is usually translated as “female” in English. 
 
Androgynos/ סֹוניִגֹורְְּדנַא : A person who has both “male” and “female” sexual 
characteristics. 149 references in Mishna and Talmud (1st-8th Centuries CE); 350 in 
classical midrash and Jewish law codes (2nd -16th Centuries CE). 
 
Tumtum/ םּוטְמוֻט  A person whose sexual characteristics are indeterminate or 
obscured. 181 references in Mishna and Talmud; 335 in classical midrash and Jewish 
law codes. 
 
Ay’lonit/ תינולייא : A person who is identified as “female” at birth but develops “male” 
characteristics at puberty and is infertile. 80 references in Mishna and Talmud; 40 in 
classical midrash and Jewish law codes. 
 
Saris/ סירס : A person who is identified as “male” at birth but develops “female” 
characteristics as puberty and/or is lacking a penis. A saris can be “naturally” a saris 
(saris hamah), or become one through human intervention (saris adam). 156 
references in mishna and Talmud; 379 in classical midrash and Jewish law codes. 
 
Some have attempted to dismiss the discussions and descriptions of the other 
genders are mere idle speculation, having no basis in reality or experience. However, 
Androgynos has149 references in Mishnah and Talmud (1st-8th Centuries CE); 350 
in classical midrash and Jewish law codes (2nd -16th Centuries CE).  
There are 149 references  to Tumtum in Mishnah and Talmud (1st-8th Centuries CE); 
350 in classical midrash and Jewish law codes (2nd -16th Centuries CE).The Ay'lonit  
has 80 references in Mishnah and Talmud; 40 in classical midrash and Jewish law 
codes and the Saris has 156 references in mishnah and Talmud; 379 in classical 
midrash and Jewish law codes.  That’s 1,504 references. That doesn’t seem like idle 
speculation to me. 
 



Rebekah 
 
When Gender Varies: A Curious Case of Kere and Ketiv Parashat Chayei Sarah 
(Genesis 23:1–25:18) RACHEL BRODIE 
 
Joshua, Lesser. Torah Queeries: Weekly Commentaries on the Hebrew Bible (p. 34). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Websites 
 
https://www.sefaria.org/new-home 
 
We are the People of the Book. For thousands of years, our culture, our traditions, 
and our values have been transmitted through our texts. From an oral tradition to 
handwritten scrolls to a vast corpus of printed books, each new medium 
democratised knowledge, and brought more people into the great Jewish 
conversation.  
 
Sefaria is a non-profit organisation dedicated to building the future of Jewish learning 
in an open and participatory way. We are assembling a free living library of Jewish 
texts and their interconnections, in Hebrew and in translation. With these digital texts, 
we can create new, interactive interfaces for Web, tablet and mobile, allowing more 
people to engage with the textual treasures of our tradition. 
 
Svara https://svara.org 
SVARA is a traditionally radical yeshiva dedicated to the serious study of Talmud 
through the lens of queer experiences. SVARA’s unique pedagogy makes Talmud 



study in the original accessible—for the first time in Jewish history—to all who want 
to learn. At SVARA, everyone—queer, straight, trans, alef-bet beginners, experienced 
Talmudists, secular, religious, Jews, non-Jews—everyone learns together in a mixed-
level bet midrash that recognizes as crucial the insights of all those on the margins. 
SVARA’s mission is to teach Talmud through a traditionally radical lens to develop 
compassionate, critical thinking, courageous humans who work to create a more just, 
peaceful & healthy world. 
 
 
 
Podcasts 
 
Judaism Unbound 
  
https://www.judaismunbound.com 
 
This is a wonderful podcast, numerous lgbtiq++ people and subjects. 
They started JewishLive in response to the Covid19 pandemic. Brilliant resource. 
Jewish Live is on Facebook, the link is on the Judaism Unbound site 
 
Talmud & Daf Yomi Resources 
 
Hadran 
 
https://hadran.org.il 
 
Hadran aims to make Talmud study accessible to Jewish women at all levels. It does 
so in a unique way: providing a wide range of resources – daily Talmud study support, 
commentary, topical shiurim, insights – in the voice of women teachers. 
 
Talking Talmud podcast: a deeper dive into the daf. 
 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/talking-talmud/id1493739261 
 
Be Gay, Do Daf Yomi is a LGBTIQ++ Daf Yomi group on Facebook 
 
Daf Yomi for Beginners; not LGBTIQ++ but useful, also on FB. 
 
 
 
Really Important Books 1 
 
The Torah: A Women’s Commentary 
 
Although this is not specifically by and for queer people, it is a valuable new look at 
the Torah. WRJ commissioned the work of more than 100 of the world's leading 
Jewish female Bible scholars, rabbis, cantors, theologians, historians, philosophers, 



sociologists, poets, and archaeologists, whose collective efforts resulted in the first 
comprehensive commentary on the Five Books of Moses to be authored only by 
women. The study guides for every parashah are online. 
 
A Rainbow Thread: An Anthology of Queer Jewish Texts from the First Century 
to 1969, edited by Noam Sienna with Foreword by Judith Plaskow 
https://shabb.es/a-rainbow-thread.html 
 
For many queer Jews, Jewish tradition seems like a rich tapestry which at best 
ignores them and at worst rejects them entirely. In reality, queerness and queer 
Judaism have been a constant subplot of Jewish history, if only we care to look. 

 
Really Important Books 2 
 
The Soul of the Stranger 
READING GOD AND TORAH FROM A TRANSGENDER PERSPECTIVE 
 
Dr Joy Ladin 
Reading some of the best-known Torah stories through the lens of transgender 
experience, Joy Ladin explores fundamental questions about how religious texts, 
traditions, and the understanding of God can be enriched by transgender 
perspectives, and how the Torah and trans lives can illuminate one another. 
 
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/distributed/S/bo43635881.html 
 
Standing Again at Sinai  
 
Judaism from a Feminist Perspective 
Judith Plaskow 
 
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/standing-again-at-sinai-judith-
plaskow?variant=32139156422690 
 
Yentl’s Revenge: The next wave of Jewish Feminism 
 
 
Really Important Books 3 
 
Balancing on the Mechitza  
Transgender in the Jewish Community 
Noach Dzmura 
 
While the Jewish mainstream still argues about homosexuality, transgender and 
gender-variant people have emerged as a distinct Jewish population and as a new 
chorus of voices. Inspired and nurtured by the successes of the feminist and LGBT 



movements in the Jewish world, Jews who identify with the “T” now sit in the 
congregation, marry under the chuppah, and create Jewish families. Balancing on the 
Mechitza offers a multifaceted portrait of this increasingly visible community. 
https://www.northatlanticbooks.com/shop/balancing-on-the-mechitza/ 
 
 
Torah Queeries 
Weekly commentary through a queer lens 
 
https://nyupress.org/9780814720127/torah-queeries/ 
 
 
 
Really Important Books 4 
 
Torah told Different: Stories for a Pan/Poly/Post-Denominational World 
Maggid Andrew Ramer  
 
He also wrote/edited Queering the Text and Fragments of the Brooklyn Talmud. 
https://andrewramer.com/books/ 
https://wipfandstock.com/fragments-of-the-brooklyn-talmud.html 
 
https://www.waterstones.com/book/queering-the-text/andrew-ramer/camille-shira-
angel/9781590211830 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Translation 
 
Translations can be tricky: are they accurate? Does the translator have an agenda? 
What are they emphasising or seeking to conceal? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song of Songs 5:1 
 

׃ֽהֹמֹלְׁש תֹו֖עיִריִּכ רָ֔דֵק יֵ֣לֳָהאְּכ ִםָ֑לָׁשּוְרי תֹו֖נְּב ֔הָואָנְֽו ֙יִנֲא הָ֤רֹוחְׁש  
 
Shekhorah ani venavah benot Yerushalayim keaholei kedar kiriot Shelomo 
I am dark, and/or but comely, O daughters of Jerusalem— Like the tents of Kedar, 
Like the pavilions of Solomon. 
 
 

 



 


